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Eyewitness .... 



Jamal Elshayyal Reporter working in Aljazeera 

Read 
Watch 



Raed Salah the leader of the northern branch of the 
Islamic Movement in occupied Palestine 




• IDF soldiers tried to kill me. They shot toward " 
someone else looks like me .... He is now a martyr 

• Herzl began the Zionist project in Turkey. Now, this 
project, which wanted to begin there, will end in 
Turkey 
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Hanin Zoabi a Parliamentarian in the Knesset : 



• They shot live-fire at the ship for 10 minutes before 
any soldier landed on it 

• Two Injured activists left bleeding to death on the 
ship 

• None of the activists had weapons 

• We were deep in the international water and wasn't 
heading to the Palestinian shores but was sailing 
parallel to the Palestinian 
costal line 

hazem farouk mansour an 
egyptian 

Parliamentarian "also a 
doctor " 

• they prepared for a 
massacre firing live fire and 
preventing us from 
medicating the Injureds ... 4 
of them died because they 
prevented us from 
medicating them 
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Mohamed Albeltage an egyptian Parliamentarian 
" also a doctor" 

• the israeli soldiers gone crazy shooting to death 
helpless wounded activists 



Mankell Henning The 
best-selling writer, 
Swedish crime writer, 
children's author and 
dramatist 

• Israel should be brought 
before the International 

: Criminal Court 

• the Israeli forces attacked 
sleeping civilians 




http://www.helsinkitimes.fi/htimes/domestic- 
news/politics/1 1 29 1 -stubb-israeli-attack-shocking- 
.html 
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• I think the Israeli military went out to commit 
murder," Mankell said. "If they had wanted to stop us 
they could have attacked our rudder and propeller, 
instead they preferred to send masked commando 
.soldiers to attack us. This was Israel's choice to do this 

http://www. guardian, co.uk/world/20 1 0/jun/03/gaza- 
flotilla-attack-henning-mankell 

• I can promise there was not a single weapon aboard 
the ships, he told an Expressen reporter who was 
returning to Sweden with him after the writer had been 
deported By Israel. 

'When the reporter told him that nine people had died 
in the Israeli strike he replied, "No, I had no idea - we 
had heard that nine maybe were injured. " 

• I thought the Israelis would use the navy to stop the 
convoy," Mankell said. "But I thought they would do it 
nearer their territorial waters. I thought they would use 
".force only against boats, not against people 

• Of course - in a year's time there is a plan to return. 
And then there could be hundreds of boats. And what 
will the Israelis do then? 

Release a nuclear bomb to stop us ? 



Abdelqader Amara Moroccan MP 

What happened was unbelievable. The way the 
criminal Israeli soldiers beat us and killed Turkish 
activists in cold blood was like a bloody movie 
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Mona Shashtar - Kuwaiti human- 
rights activist 

the Israelis had threatened to kill the 
son of the ship's first mate, 




Waleed al-Tabtabai Kuwaiti Islamist MP 




at least two aid activists 
were killed by Israeli 
gunfire from boats and a 
helicopter used in the raid. 

\ 7 "It's a crime by high-sea 

\ 'pirates 
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Overview 




• The Gaza blockade is part of the IsraeliXAmerican 
offensive strategy against the Palestinian people for 
four years the blockade has been imposed almost 
continuously weakened the people of Gaza, hundreds 
died due to the lake of medical aid 
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• in 2008\2009 Israel supported by America waged a 
war on Gaza killing more than 1500 Palestinians, most 
of them are women and children 




• In 2009 Israel attacked a flotilla "the 

Lebanese brotherhood flotilla" carried 

activists and humanitarian aid and prevented 

the flotilla from reaching Gaza 
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• A third Viva Palestina convoy began after another 

two British convoys 

The international activists continued their efforts 
to break the blockade and a third Viva Palestina 
convoy began at the end of 2009.tell January 2010 an 
aid convoy tried to reach Gaza from the Egyptian side 
but the Egyptian government refused , and after clashes 
with the activists in El-Aris the humanitarian aid 
entered Gaza , the Egyptian authorities considered 
" George Galloway "PERSONA NON GRATA 



• The activists continued their 
struggle to end the blockade of 
Gaza and The largest flotilla so far 
"the freedom flotilla" sailed from 
Europe announcing that if attacked 
the flotilla will be reorganized and 
relaunched from turkey and Greece 



• Israel declared that the blockade 
of Gaza will continue whatever it 
takes. 
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But here there is a problem if they arrested the 

activists and released them later like they did 

before they will come back in bigger numbers 

so they needed to deter any future flotillas .... 



They needed Bloodshed 

iNSANi 

YARDIM 



BttZEl 



FMtettAf Y*^im nfituriiyoroz 

BSSSEftss 
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The scenario According to 
eyewitness 



• The flotilla sailed from several European countries 

after going under the regular security and inspecting 

procedures on the 

hundreds of civilian 

human-rights activists, 

press members and the 

humanitarian aid cargo 

•The people of Gaza 

prepared to receive the 

flotilla. 




• Israel declared that it 
won't allow the flotilla 
reaching Gaza and 
breaking the blockade 
offering to receive the 
flotillas cargo and then 
later they will deliver it to 
Gaza "Israel only allows 
20 different goods to enter 
Gaza in separated times causing a human crisis in Gaza 

• The flotilla organizers and activists refused to drop 
their mission out as their goal was basically to stop the 
Gaza blockade, aiding its people and showing their 
solidarity with them. 
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"The Gaza Strip has been transformed into the 
biggest open prison in the world and it was obvious 
we had to do something. We thought maybe we 
should try to break that whole blockade and the only 
way to do it is with a convoy of ships. When I first 
heard about it I thought it's a good idea, I'd like to be 
on board. I believe so strongly in solidarity as an 
instrument to change the world, and I believe in 
dialogue, but it's the action that proves the word " 

Henning Mankell 

Israel storms Gaza- bound flotilla 

fl-ikl Jn which many knifed and injured 
look place m inlBmatlonal walpraoff Cod 
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• The flotilla continued sailing deep in the 
Mediterranean international water and while it was 
sailing parallel to the Palestinian costal line about 120 
miles from it the fast boats and helicopters approached 
the " mavi marmara " ship and started shooting live- 
fire at it causing the first casualties . 

they did not hesitate to attack using lethal force. They 
shot people who were sleeping 

Henning Mankell 
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• 10 minutes after the attack tens of masked Israeli 
soldiers started to land on the ship 
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" The helicopters, the ships and gunfire created the 
atmosphere that people wanted to defend themselves" 

Zoabi said 

• the activists using non-lethal tools " short sticks " 
tried to prevent the soldiers from occupying the 
international water- sailing ship . 

According to Hanin Zoabi the goal was to prevent 
the Israeli from controlling the captain cabin 

But The Israeli soldiers continued to fire live-fire on 
.the ship activists causing additional casualties 

Notice: the ships was in the international water 
carrying the Turkish and the Greek flags which means 
that the international, Greek and Turkish laws are 
applied on the ships and these laws give the activists 
the right to prevent the Israeli soldiers from occupying 
the ship 

• The civilian activists had no intend to kill any Israeli 
soldiers and in some point they even controlled 3 
Israeli soldiers and detained them In the ship and 
controlled their weapons but they did not harm those 
pirates and didn't use these weapons they only used 

" non-lethal tools " short sticks 

Notice that the entire Israeli offense is recorded by the 

activists, the press members and the Israeli army that 

.used night vision cameras and drones 

None of these tapes showed any kind of lethal weapons 

usage against the Israeli soldiers if there was such thing 

I believe that the Israelis were to deliver it to every TV 

channel so during the entire assault there was no 

danger on the Israeli pirates' life 
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" One Uzi and a pistol was captured, emptied on 
ammunition and thrown out to the sea. We wanted to 
show with all means that it was a peaceful action and 
that we were unarmed ....it would have been possible 
.to kill the Israeli soldiers but "we did not"., " 

Mattias Gardell - Swedes professor in history of 
religion at Uppsala University 



On the ship I was on, they found one weapon: my 
razor. And they actually came up and showed it off, 
'my razor, so you see what level this was at 

Henning Mankell 



• the Israeli continued attacking the ship and 

eyewitness said that they were firing randomly at the 

ship from the helicopter and the fast boats surrounding 

it. 

Many activists got shot in the second floor away from 

the deck according to Hanin Zoabi , and at least one 

Israeli soldier got shot by friendly fire 

Syrian human rights activist Shatha Barakat said that 
when she tried to go to the upper deck of one of the 
ships to help the injured, she saw blood stains 
everywhere and heard gunshots from all directions. 
Off ering first aid to an elderly man who was struck, 
Barakat said all on board the vessel were unarmed. 
Israeli soldiers, she said, were hit by random fire 
from military helicopters overhead 
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• Some of the injured activists was shot to death from 
close distance by soldiers 




The American- 
Turkish activist 

Furkan Dogan, 19 
years old had 4 

bullets in the head.. 

How could it happen? 



Kuwait citizen Ali Buhamd said he saw a wounded 
Turkish citizen getting shot in the head. "The soldiers 
also left another Turk to bleed to death despite [his] 
.calls for help," he added 



• When the Israeli finally managed to occupy the ship 
tens of the civilian activists were killed or badly 
injured; the Israeli soldiers prevented the medical 
teams on board the ship from medicating the injured, at 
least four injured activists died as a result of that. 

• After controlling the ships the Israeli soldiers tied all 
the activists & the press members and gathered them 
on the deck under the burning sun for many hours the 
tied-individuals contained elders and injured activists. 

the Israeli searched the ships stealing all the tapes that 
filmed the Israeli assault 
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They were carrying machine guns. They came to the 
bridge and told us we had to go down. Some older 
people were a hit slower. One of them was attacked by 
an electric gun in his arm, very painful. Another was 
".shot with a rubber bullet 
Henning Mankell 

The Israelis savagely searched the volunteers ' 
belongings, and seized all their computers, cameras 
and other electronic equipment 
Mona Shashtar 

Shane Dillon from Ireland, from the crew of the ship 
Challenger 1, said he witnessed some volunteers being 
beaten up and a Belgian woman 's nose being broken 



We were beaten, humiliated, insulted and stripped of " 
our clothes. An Algerian MP nearly lost his eyes after 
the Israelis beat him," said another passenger, Salha 
. Nuweisreyh , 51, of Algeria 

• hundreds of the activists was taking to Israeli prisons 
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At the moment they started taking the boats towards 
^Israel, we were all kidnapped. It is that simple 

Henning Mankell 




• Hundreds of Israelis carrying Israeli flags celebrated 
at the port of Ashdod some media member were beaten 
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A crowd carrying banners declaring "Well done 
IDF" began blowing whistles and chanting "Israel, 

"/Israel 

Sitting watching it all were three Israeli Arab women 

from the Negev desert They had come, they said, to 

show support for the dead and injured from the 

flotilla 

As they left, a group taunted them. "Death to Arabs, " 

one man screamed. Another put his face next to them 

". and shouted: "I spit in your face 

After journalists repeatedly urged police and officials 

to act, Rosenfeld ordered officers to go over to the 

women. Asked whether the women could have been in 

trouble if journalists had not helped, he said the 

confrontation occurred because of the media's 

presence 



Protester Haim Cohen said, "The question is: why 
didn 't we kill more [members of the flotilla]? We are 
in a different situation. We will never let the 
Holocaust happen again!! All the world can shout at 
us ... we don't care. 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/tensions- 

rise-between-arabs-and-jews-over-gaza-flotilla- 

raid/story-e6frg6so-1225875674351 
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• After been arrested for 3 days the activists were send 
back to their countries 

• Israel declared that it will not allow any ships to 
break the Gaza blockade in the future 

• Israel started to prepare for attacking " MV Rachel 
Corrie" the Irish aid ship named after an American 
activist killed by Israel 

• South Africa withdraw its ambassador from Israel 

• US Vice President Joe Biden has said Israel has the 
right to protect its security by boarding ships heading 
for Gaza 

• Israeli Facebook group calls for execution of Flotilla 
survivor Haneen Zuabi 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/hnyn-zwby-twpy- 
mhmdvnh-slv/1 08648909 181613 ?v=wall&ref=search 
•The MV Rachel Corrie — carrying 15 people 
including a Nobel Prize winner and a former top UN 
official 

called on the UN to help ensure its safe passage 

• Israeli Interior Minister, Elie Yishai, sent a letter to 
the Legal Councelor of the Israeli government, Yehuda 
Feinstein, recommending that he revokes citizenship 
rights of Arab MK, Hanin Zo'by, for participating in 
the Freedom Flotilla. Fundamentalists have called for 
.her killing 
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FAQs 

Did Al-Qaeda had any members on board the 
ship?! 

No dude 




'Remember USS Cole remember 9\1 1 this is Al-Qaeda 
Al-Qaeda doesn't attack with non lethal tools " short 
sticks , this is not how they got their reputation 

So who carried the short sticks? 

well , what happened is that the flotilla has been 
Attacked deep in the international water while sailing 
parallel to the Palestinian costal line . 

Some activists tried to protect themselves with non- 
lethal tools " short sticks " specially after being shot 
before any soldier land on the ship 

Did the Israeli soldiers use automatic weapons? 
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Yes they did from inside and outside the ship, before 
and after their soldiers landed on it 

Where did most of the fatalities happened? 

The second floor of the mavi marmara ship were only 
organizers, medical team existed, 
press members 

What is your evidence ? 

That's what Hanin Zoubi " member of the Knesset " 
confirmed 

I heard in fox news that an Israeli soldier got 
stabbed in the stomach ... 
so who stabbed him ? 

first it's not " fox" news it's " the rednicks " news 
Second look at this pic 
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full kevlar armor can't be pierced by knifes or any 
spike- shaped weapon so they are lying .... You think u 
know somebody 

Non of the activists had knifes; there was video tapes 
and non of them showed knifes 

Did any of the activists have legal issues in there 
countries? 

No ... if you hear that just ask for names and don't be a 
fool 

Excuse me ....Why you are telling me all that I am 
American so I supposed to be your enemy? ... Why 
wasting your time? 

Aaaa finally a smart question .... Of course you are my 
enemy and due2 this massacre and other massacres 
committed by Israel , the nato and the usa I believe that 
al-qaida will kill you , so honor and justice obligate me 
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to make u aware of the reasons that will lead to your 
certain death . 




Viva 
Bin laden 
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The flotilla in numbers 




• 9 human rights activists got killed and dozens injured 

• 750 activists from 44 countries joined the flotilla 

• The flotilla carried: 

10 000 tons of humanitarian aid 

100 prefabricated houses and 500 wheelchairs 

Wood and other building materials 

• the flotilla consisted of: 

6 ships from turkey Greek and cuprous 
The seventh ship "MV Rachel Corrie "an Irish ship 
still heading to Gaza 
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The martyrs 

Insha'Allah 



Cengiz Akyuz 

41, from Iskenderun, southern Turkey. 



Ali Haydar Bengi 




39, from Diyarbakir, the largest city in Turkey's mainly 

Kurdish southeast. 
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a father of four, studied at Egypt's Al-Azhar University, 

a prominent centre of Islamic learning, and ran a 
telephone repair shop in Diyarbakir in Turkey's mainly 

Kurdish southeast. 



[He] was helping the poor and the oppressed. For 

years, he wanted to go to Palestine and he constantly 

prayed to become a martyr," his wife Saniye told the 

daily newspaper Vatan. 



Ibrahim Bilgen 

61, an electrical engineer from the southeastern town 
of Siirt and the father of one son, Anatolian reported. 



a retired engineer and father of six, was a supporter of 

the Islamist Felicity Party in Siirt, southeastern Turkey, 

the Anatolia news agency reported. 



"He was an exemplary man, an exemplary 

philanthropist. That's why martyrdom suited him very 

much. Allah gave him a death he desired," said his 

brother-in-law, Nuri Mergen. 
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The fourth Turkish victim was Muharrem Kocak, a IHH 

volunteer. 



Furkan Dogan 







19, was a Turkish-American traveling with a U.S. 

passport, Anatolian said. A forensic report said he was 

shot at close range, with four bullets in his head and 

one in his chest, the agency said. 
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Cevdet Kiliclar 
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38, a journalist born in the central Turkish town of 
Kayseri, Anatolian said. He was also employed by the 

IHH in Istanbul. 



Cengiz Songur 

47, from the Aegean port city of Izmir. 



Fahri Yaldiz 

43, a firefighter and father of four from the southern 

town of Adiyaman, Anatolian reported. His brother 

Habip told the agency that Fahri had long wanted to 

die fighting in Israel to become a "martyr." 
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Necdet Yildirim 

32, originally from Malatya, worked for the IHH. 



Cetin Topcuoglu 
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54, a former European taekwondo champion who 

later worked as a coach for Turkey's national team, an 

official from the Turkish Taekwondo Federation said. 

Topcuoglu lived in the southern city of Adana. 
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Links 



knol 

BETA 



A unit of knowledge. 



http://knol.google.com/k/amorozv-el-masrv/the- 
truth-about-the-freedom-flotilla/lfqrg67tvp6tx/36# 



The Story in photos: 

The freedom flotilla 

http://www.flickr.eom/photos/50668718@N05/sets/7 
2157624050315447/show/ 



The freedom flotilla slaughter 

http://www.flickr.eom/photos/50668718@N05/sets/7 
2157624049687865/show/ 



9 Turkish activists' funeral 

http://www.flickr.eom/photos/50668718@N05/sets/7 
2157624077162281/show/ 



Injured activists from the freedom flotilla 
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http://www.flickr.eom/photos/50668718@N05/sets/7 
2157624201616978/show/ 



Protests around the Islamic world 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/50668718(g)N05/sets/7 
2157624201717300/show/ 

Videos: 

http://www.youtube.com/view play list?p=E110C018 
E9460EB6 

Know more: 

Why almost all the Americans support Israel? 

http://www.muhajabah.com/christianzion.htm 



What is "the Gaza blockade "? 

http://palestinian.ning.com/ 

http://savegaza.eu/eng/ 

http://gazafreedommarch.org/cms/en/home.aspx 

http://www.gazamom.com/ 

http://www.gazasiege.org/ 

http://www.freegaza.org/ 
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Dedicated to all of the 

Turkish & Palestinian 

People 
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